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When CJA first opened our doors, we envisioned our students’ paths to success as 
a straight and simple track: CJA ➜ college-prep high school ➜ four-year college.  
Now, we realize that there are as many routes to success as there are students, and 
we are prepared to accompany our students and alumni however they chart their 
paths to meaningful employment. With our High School Bridge Program, we are now 
able to offer that guidance to children and families at our partner schools across 
the Chicagoland area. Finally, with the addition of our inaugural class of girls this 
summer, we cannot wait to see which paths they take!
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Dear Friends,

As you read the pages that follow, I hope you enjoy 
each story about our students, alumni, families 
and friends. The stories embody our mission and 
capture essential elements of our shared work. As 
a CJA community, we all strive to grow as men and 
women for others as our students and alumni chart 
their unique paths from CJA through high school, 
their post-secondary education and the start of 
meaningful careers.

The following pages celebrate: 

• The wise counsel that Jason, a recent 8th-grade 
graduate, gave to Austin, a rising 4th grader, 
about the importance of asking for help and 
working hard.

• Jermaine, Jermell (CJA ‘12) and Jahari’s (CJA ‘10) 
unique journeys after CJA.

• Lauren Fessler’s work with Truth and 
Peacejourney, two of the hundreds of 
students who benefit from our High School 
Bridge program, which is growing to serve 18 
elementary schools throughout Chicago in 
partnership with the University of Notre Dame.

• Robret Simpson’s reflections about being 
the parent of an alumnus, the leader of a 
nonprofit and a member of CJA’s Board of 
Directors.

• Kelly Tyson and Tom Van Grinsven’s thoughts 
about launching our girls’ program and 
doubling our enrollment as we become a co-
institutional school for boys and girls.

Amidst all this good news, I can only say thank you 
again for your help and support on behalf of our 
students and alumni. I remain grateful for all that 
you do in partnership with us.

Throughout CJA’s existence, you’ve often asked, 
“How can I help?” It is a wonderful question. Today, 
more than ever, we need your help sharing the story 
of CJA. As we expand our campus and double our 
enrollment, we need our friends to not only sustain 
their existing commitments to our students, but also 
to help us find other generous people who might 
help us give the opportunity of a CJA education 
to more children – especially our newly enrolled 
girls. 

After you’ve read this year’s annual report, may I 
please ask you to give it to a friend who doesn’t 
yet know our story? Then, may I please ask you to 
invite them to come to CJA for a tour? They might 
say no, but I have great hope they will say yes – and 
in so doing, you’ll have helped us find our next 
great volunteer, teacher, parent, staff member or 
scholarship benefactor.

Thank you for considering this request, and thank 
you once again for believing in the great promise of 
each of our students and alumni.

In gratitude, 

Matthew Lynch

A.M.D.G. Summer 2022



Arrivals
& Departures

As a school with students in 3rd - 8th grade, CJA serves students as young as 
8 and as old as 14. Here, two students, third grader Austin and eighth grader 
Jason, speak about their growth at CJA and their paths forward.

Austin: What was it like for you when you first 
came to CJA?

Jason: It was a little challenging because I was 
moving from the suburbs. I had to really learn how to 
fit in. So, it was kind of hard when I first moved here. 
But after a minute, I got used to it, and I got good at 
being a student here. 

Austin: What’s your favorite memory from CJA?

Jason: My favorite memory is fifth-grade camp 
because we got to go to Michigan, and it was really 
fun. We got to do a lot of things - we got to swim, 
play darts, bunk in cabins together. We went to the 
beach. I hope you guys have that same experience.

Austin: It seems like you have a lot of work in 8th 
grade, which is sort of scary. What do you do 
when you have to do really hard things in school?

Jason: I always ask for help, because I know all my 
teachers are there to help me, and I know that they 

can help me anytime I need it. Also, when I get home, 
I try to set out a time to do my hard work.

Austin: How do you calm down when you’re mad 
or sad?

Jason: When I’m mad, I take deep breaths, and I also 
count to 10 because that helps me a lot. And then 
when I’m sad, I like to listen to music, not sad music, 
but music that gives me hype. So, that’s how I calm 
myself down. 

Austin: My mom told me to count backwards to one 
if I get mad. When I get sad, I lay down in my bed with 
my dog. He’s really soft. 

Jason: Do you have advice about being a third 
grader?

Austin: Work hard and do your best work. And don’t 
hit anybody or kick anybody. 

Austin: Is there anything I should know about 
growing up?

Jason: So, something I think you should know is 
always respect all your teachers and get a good 
connection with all of your teachers because those 
are the people who are going to help you throughout 
your whole journey here.

Austin: Do you have any advice for me at CJA?

Jason:  My advice for you is to have as much fun as 
you can while you can because your time is going 
to fly. You don’t think it will, but it does. Some more 
advice: do not have any missing assignments. Stay 
on your work and do your work. 



Different 
Routes

The road to meaningful employment looks different for each of our alumni, 
and our College & Career Persistence Counselors walk with them every step 
of the way. Here, Jahari, Jermell and Jermaine speak to their career paths, 
what they learned at CJA and how they define success.

What is your current role? Can you describe a 
typical work day?

Jahari: I start early at 4:00 am, inspect my truck, 
and head downtown with my first load. I’m typically 
hauling tar for new pavement on streets and 
construction sites.

Jermell: I’m a Financial Coordinator at HUB 
International. I compose and operate a budget for 
clients to monitor their efficiency. There is a lot of 
personal ownership and integrity that you have to 
manage, but there is also a lot of mentorship.

Jermaine: Revolution [Workshop] was waking up at 
6:00 am to be there before 7:30. The hardest part is 
the time. Once you are there on time, the rest flows. 
They helped me gain construction skills through 
hands-on and book work for OSHA certifications. 
You get out of the program what you are willing to 
grasp. 

What do you carry with you from your time at 
CJA?

Jermaine: CJA made me think about my life skills as 
far as being a young man. It taught me about how to 
be respectful and have fun when appropriate. There 
is a time and a place for everything.

Jermell: I did not realize how monumental the grad-
at-grads would be, especially open-to-growth. They 
showed face at pivotal times. CJA prepared me 
through its rigorous academic day. We were there 
from 7:30 am - 6:00 pm. The intensity behind that 
prepared me to succeed because my days were 
never that long after that.

Jahari: I learned the importance of relationships 
with people like Mr. Kemper and Mr. Diehl and the 
idea that we could help each other. I worked with 
Mr. Diehl during high school when I needed support 
with Math. He opened his door to me, and I was able 
to go to his house on the weekends to get help. 

You’re CJA’s first alumnus to run his own 
commercial trucking business. How did you go 
about accomplishing this? 

Jahari: Getting my first truck was difficult. I couldn’t 
get financing for the truck since I was new to the 
industry. I was denied financing but saved and 
bought a truck in cash, partly my own, and partly 
through my network, which I started paying back 
immediately. I bet on myself to make it happen.

What role did your CP Counselor have in 
supporting you to get to this point? 

Jermaine: My CP Counselor [Ms. Mortensen] has 
everything to do with this. I have the drive, but I don’t 
have the means to get there. I am basically [Ms. 
Mortensen’s] child away from home.

Jermell: CP supported me during my time at Loyola 
Academy and then in college at Marquette. They 
set up mock interviews and helped with the resume 
building. Every summer job I have had has come 
through CJA one way or the other, so CP played a 

huge role in my professional career. 

Jahari: CJA is the only grammar school in the city 
that I know of that still follows up, supports, helps, 
and just checks in randomly. I know that I can rely 
on Mr. Kemper versus others whose advice or 
intentions I might not be sure about. 

What are you most proud about?

Jermaine: I am most proud of my progression, 
especially in the last 3 years. I have grown into 
a young man. I have a union job and my own 
apartment. To get a position that the union offers is 
a major step for me. 

Jermell: I was resilient in places that were unfamiliar, 
uncharted, and it has been the difference.

Jahari: I’m proud of my mindset: focusing on 
the essentials and what I can control versus the 
challenges I face. I have grown and want to keep 
improving.

How do you define success? 

Jermaine: As long as you are going in a positive 
direction, you are successful. Using each new 
experience as a stepping stone to the next thing. As 
long as you don’t give up and do everything in your 
power to reach your goal, you are successful. 

Jermell: I think the definition of success means 
something different for everyone - but I measure it 
through growth and impact. I think if you’re evolving 
and growing constantly, as well as having a positive 
impact on those around you, then you’ve found your 
niche, and that is the ultimate success.

Jahari: Being able to provide for my family and 
have financial freedom. Going outside of my 
comfort zone to make things happen. I also care 
about helping others get to where they want to go. 
Success is not quitting even when I wanted to. I’ve 
even wanted to quit trucking at times when I was 
working long days without support, but I kept going 
and pushed through. Now, I help friends who are 
going through what I did, and I’m proud of that.  

What are your aspirations from here?

Jahari: I’m always open to trying to help people who 
are interested in this path and helping people think 
about a different path. College isn’t the only option.

Jermaine: My end goal is to have my own business 
and manage my own properties. 

Jermell: I would either look for a more direct path 
to finance, or I would go back to law school or a 
master’s in finance or supply chain. I want to have a 
career progression that is upwards trending.

Jermell (left), Financial 
Coordinator at HUB International Jermaine, Demolition Assistant

Jahari, Commercial Truck Driver, 
Owner (shown here with his new 
truck title) and Operator



Changing Seats
Robret Simpson has been involved with CJA since her son, Victor, enrolled 
as a student in 2010. Her relationship with CJA has evolved over the years, 
and she currently sits on the Board of Directors. Here, she speaks to that 
journey and her hopes for CJA.

Could you tell me a little bit about yourself?

I’m Robret Simpson. I am married with 2 children. 
My son, Victor Austin II, is 23 and a CJA alum who 
graduated in 2013. My daughter, Kimorai Simpson, is 
15.  I am the Deputy Director at Franciscan Outreach, 
a non-profit emergency shelter that provides shelter 
and support to homeless men and women.  

What does Chicago Jesuit Academy mean to you 
and your family?

CJA was an opportunity to obtain a more 
personalized and intensive education for my son. 
CJA supported him through college and high school 
and provided a strong foundation for his career in 
accounting. 

My son had a team of experts [from CJA] behind 
him for every step of his education. He has a 
support system that allows him to think outside 
the box and create lifelong learning habits while 
also developing into a gentleman. I cannot tell you 
how many times I have been told he is a wonderful 
conversationalist and a gentleman.  

My son said CJA meant increased opportunity.  It 
allowed him to dream big and helped him to have 
more of an impact for our family, in school and for 
others.  

What was your journey like at CJA from being a 
parent to being on the Board of Directors? 

I was already an involved parent, but I became more 
involved. I volunteered while my son was in high 
school and attended Parent-Alum meetings. 

When asked to assist the committee reviewing the 
Mission Statement, I jumped at the opportunity to 
provide a parental perspective.  

Being on the Board now, I am seeing the school 
from a different lens. I see how much the staff 
advocates for a healthy and safe environment 
for students. How much they advocate and 
acknowledge a need for more racial diversity, equity 
and inclusivity and for the spiritual, emotional and 
mental well-being for the children. I am impressed 
by the dedication of the staff to be better and do 
more.   

Why do you think it is important for CJA to serve 
young women?

I think it is important that the values, structure and 
mission of CJA encompass all youth. CJA ensures 
children are taught to be proud of themselves, to be 
strong and to dream. This is needed for both young 
men and women.  

I wish this were an option when my daughter was 
in grammar school. Providing young people with a 
safe, healthy, supportive, understanding, flexible 
environment to learn is critical to ensuring that no 
child is left without proper education. 

What do you think is on the road ahead for CJA? 
What are your hopes?

My hope is that CJA continues to grow its College  & 
Career Persistence program, and that it becomes 
a social enterprise that can be implemented 
throughout Chicago. 



Laying New 
Tracks

We welcomed our inaugural class of girls this summer, and we are thrilled to 
be opening the doors of our campus expansion in June of 2023. Here, Head 
of School, Kelly Tyson, and Vice President of Operations, Tom Van Grinsven, 
speak to how both our school model and school building evolve as we 
expand to serve young women.

Why is it important for the school to have young 
women?

Tom: We’re fortunate to have the resources to be 
able to give our students small class sizes, a long 
school day and year, social workers and a full-time 
school nurse. It’s really a disservice to not offer 
something like this to young women. Young women 
tend to be the foundation of communities. We know 
how strong and talented the young women in our 
neighborhood are, and they deserve this education 

in the same way that our young men do. 

Kelly: I love that we are able to more fully serve 
families by allowing both young men and young 
women within our school community. 

What does “co-institutional” mean? How 
have families played a role in evolving to a 
co-institutional model and in the campus 
expansion?

Kelly: The CJA campus expansion will allow both 

young men and women to share communal spaces 
and have some intentional joint educational and 
cultural experiences. What we heard from families 
is that they chose CJA for their sons because they 
believed that the single-sex environment allowed 
for their sons to develop into confident and loving 
young men without the pressures and distractions 
that may be present in a co-educational setting. 
They wanted a similar experience for their 
daughters and the daughters of other families 
without changing the experience of their sons. It’s 
important for all families in all communities to have 
choices for their children that align with their core 
values and beliefs.  

Tom: Parents were able to weigh in on not only what 
they wanted in the building, but how they wanted the 
building to feel. What they really value as parents is 
a welcoming environment for their students. They 
looked at everything from paint colors to furniture. 
Parents and families have driven a lot of the 
decisions we’ve made around how we’ve chosen to 

grow as a school, and we really wanted to respect 
and listen to that. 

Why did CJA choose to implement a  
co-institutional model?

Kelly:  Alumni shared that they felt safe and 
encouraged to be themselves at CJA, and they 
attributed these feelings to the brotherhood formed 
in a single-sex environment. They believed that the 
single-sex model allowed for them to explore more 
deeply their spiritual and intellectual selves. 

Sharing communal spaces and experiences while 
keeping academic classes single-sex allows for 
students to be exposed to and interact with the 
other sex in meaningful ways, such as through 
extra-curriculars, project-based learning, small 
learning communities and social events, while 
experiencing the bulk of their day in a single-sex 
environment. Most importantly though, the overall 
benefit of a co-institutional model is that we are 
providing families in our community the opportunity 

New Welcome Center

North Facade



to choose what they feel is best for their son or 
daughter. 

How did students’ needs and interest drive 
new academic changes and the new building’s 
design?

Kelly: We redesigned some aspects of how we 
serve students and families. Having co-taught 
classroom spaces is one example of these changes. 
This allows for teachers to partner together to serve 
a cohort of students. Students have more contact 
with the same teaching partners throughout the 
school day, and these teachers are the primary 
contacts for parents, support services, etc. 

This approach lessens transitions for students in 
order to promote community and belonging during 
a critical period in child development. As students 
reach the middle school level (7th/8th grade), they 
will have more practice with transitions and building 
relationships with a wider variety of adults. 

Tom: Our philosophy has always been that the 

most powerful thing in our school is relationships. 
So, we’ve tried to build the building knowing that 
that’s going to continue to be the driving force. 
Part of that is the small group spaces where either 
volunteers, CP Counselors, social workers or 
learning interventionists can really spend time with 
students one on one or in small groups, because 
we know that will push students forward, both in 
their learning and in their connection to the school. 
We really wanted the classrooms to be adaptable, 
and part of this is furniture and the way that the 
classrooms are laid out. We wanted to be able to 
manage both a traditional classroom format and 
creative classroom arrangements.

Resources are best diverted to areas where we 
know students are passionate. The multi-purpose 
space is going to allow us to do a lot of really 
exciting things, both from a kinesthetic-movement 
perspective for things like recess, but also theater, 
music ensemble, etc. We want to find those things 
that students are passionate about and build on 
that so that when they get to high school, they can 

push forward and continue developing their talents. 

How did CJA’s relationship with the community 
influence the new building’s design? What are 
you excited about?

Tom: We have been so fortunate that our neighbors 
and Christ the King have been incredibly generous, 
supportive and  flexible. 

From a design perspective, currently, our entrance 
is back off the street and hidden. Our next entrance 
is going to be right on the street. We really want to 
make this accessible for everyone. It’s going to have 
access from both Quincy and Jackson. 

What I’m really excited about is the building is 
going to allow us to have CJA grow even more into 
a community resource. For example, we’re going 
to have a multi-purpose room that will be able to 
host musical performances, community meals and 
theater. We’re going to continue to host sporting 
events, community organizations and faith-based 
community meetings here. 

What other changes are you looking forward to?

Kelly: It’s not so much the changes that inspire me 
as it is the people. CJA has an amazing group of 
students, families, teachers, administrators, support 

staff and volunteers. Jim Colins states in Good to 
Great: “If we spend the vast majority of our time 
with people who we love and respect - people we 
really enjoy being on the bus with and who will never 
disappoint us - then we will almost certainly have a 
great life, no matter where the bus goes.” That’s CJA 
in a nutshell. 

What is the journey you have seen CJA take 
since you started working here 10 years ago?

Tom: When I started here, there were a little more 
than 80 students. It was very much a feeling of a 
very tight knit community. I’m so excited to continue 
to grow this community and to build on the amazing 
foundation that students, alumni and their families 
have started.

What does the road ahead look like? 

Tom: In the first 17 years of the school, we built this 
amazing foundation. The people who have worked 
here, gone to school here, sent their child here, 
shared their financial resources, every student, 
every alum and family, every benefactor has 
allowed us to get to a point where we can do more in 
the service of our students, families and alumni. 

Kelly: I’m not sure, but I expect it will be exciting! 

Southeast View

Courtyard



Making a 
Connection

Our High School Bridge (HSB) Program works with 7th - 10th graders at our 
partner schools as they explore, apply to, enroll in and persist at their best-
fit high schools. Here, two students who have participated in HSB,  Truth (St. 
Ignatius ‘26) and Peacejourney (Holy Trinity ‘24) and their mother, Coquie Hughes, 
speak with HSB Director, Lauren Fessler, about their paths to high school. 

Lauren: What do you think is important for 
families to know about the high school process? 

Coquie: They should trust guidance from 
individuals like yourself. I’ve been out of school a 
long time, so I appreciate when Dr. Green and you 
were doing these programs. I don’t even think I had 
support like this. Trust the guidance of those that 
know the process. Seek out that support, because 
you guys are here to help. You were very thorough 
and made sure that I took the initiative. 

Lauren: From when you first started having High 
School Bridge classes in seventh grade to now, 
what have you learned?

Truth: I learned a lot. Going through the journey of 
“here are some things you need to do, how you can 
prepare for tests, here’s some scholarships that you 

can use to your advantage if you’re going to private 
high school.” 

Lauren: What has allowed you to be so 
successful at Holy Trinity?

Peacejourney: Academics-wise, focusing a lot and 
staying organized. I get a lot of work and having a 
set goal of what I want to do helps a lot. 

Lauren: Tell me about your relationship with your 
HSB Counselor, Jacquan Grier (CJA ‘09) and 
what it’s like to have him around your CP class.

Truth: He’s always willing to help with the admission 
process. He’s a great help to me and a lot of the kids 
in my class that aren’t as far along the admission 
process. He’s there to guide them along, and he’s 
also very kind, very friendly. Lauren:  What have you learned about yourself?

Truth: I set goals, and I achieve them. St. Ignatius 
was the goal I had set, and that was all the way back 
from fourth grade. Since fourth grade, I’ve been 
mastering my work ethic. I’ve been practicing my 
executive functioning. I’ve been doing what I have to 
in order to achieve my goals, and that was getting 
into St. Ignatius. 

Lauren: What do you think would be important for 
students to know about the process and about 
high schools?

Truth: I’d say that you shouldn’t stress over the 
whole high school admission process.  It’s gonna be 
a challenge. But you just gotta make sure that you’re 
staying proactive and doing everything you can to 
achieve whatever goals that you’re setting for your 
high school.

Peacejourney: I would say if you didn’t get into the 
school you wanted, to not feel like you didn’t achieve 
anything, because you definitely did. It’s just that, 
you know, maybe at that moment, what the school 
needed you didn’t have, but that doesn’t mean that 
five other schools [don’t] need what you have. So, I 
would say to not give up.

Lauren: Truth, what are you looking forward to in 
high school and Peacejourney after high school?

Truth: I really want to get to experience the full high 
school process. I think that going to school at St. 
Ignatius, I’ll really be able to do that.

Peacejourney: College. I know that I want to go to a 
HBCU (Historically Black College or University). I’ve 
always wanted to be a teacher.

Truth (left), Coquie Hughes and Peacejourney



The Class 
of 2022

Noble Network of Charter Schools

Chicago Bulls College Prep 
DRW College Prep 
ITW David Speer Academy 
Muchin College Prep 
UIC College Prep

Private Catholic

Christ the King Jesuit College Prep 
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School 
De La Salle Institute 
Loyola Academy 
Saint Ignatius College Prep

Other Private

Bennett Day School

Selective Enrollment Public

Lindblom Math & Science Academy 
Westinghouse College Prep 
Whitney Young Magnet High School

Other Public and Public Charter

Bolingbrook High School 
Evanston Township High School 
Hampton High School (Hampton, VA) 
Intrinsic Charter School 
Kenwood Academy High School 
Lyons Township High School 
Woodstock North High School

The Class of 2022 will attend the 
following high schools:

Grad-at-Grad Award Winners

Loving 
Awarded to Mekhi and Mark

“Over the past three years, Mekhi consistently 
brightened my day with a smile, a hug or a 
thoughtful question. Thank you for your empathy 
and for treating others the way that they want 
to be treated... Mark unconditionally loves his 
classmates, his teachers, and most of all, his 
family.”

— Ms. Duhaney and Mr. Van Grinsven

Committed to Doing Justice 
Awarded to Jason and Ameer

“Jason and Ameer used their light to help build 
a community rooted in inclusivity and love, and 
at the end of the day, you want these two in your 
corner because you know with them on your side, 
you have allies who will join you on that daily grind 
to better yourself and your community.”

— Mr. Mason

Religious 
Awarded to Kaiden

“When he started, Kaiden 
thought that being Religious 
meant leading prayer. As he 
grew, he volunteered to read at 
Chapel. Then lead Chapel. He 
took those challenges on with 
seriousness and courage and 
an open mind. He treats his 
classmates with love and finds 
ways to uplift their voices.”

— Mr. Klooster

Open to Growth 
Awarded to Xayvion

“Xayvion consistently seeks out 
opportunities to learn outside 
of the classroom. His openness 
to growth has instilled a sense 
of confidence in him that 
ultimately helped him achieve 
his goal of being a model for 
the younger students at CJA.”

— Ms.  Geerts-Melaniphy

Seeking Intellectual 
Excellence 

Awarded to Yael

“Yael is an unrelenting intellect, 
unperturbed by circumstance. 
He is active, thoughtful and 
hungry for knowledge in a 
way I almost can’t believe. He 
was locked in, diligent and 
self-reflective in his reading 
and writing and a collaborative 
partner in the classroom.”

— Mr. Houlihan



We are so grateful for what 
all of our benefactors have 
done to support us. Your 
generosity has helped us 
attend a private and safe 
school that provides all the 
resources that we need.  
It was a joyous relief for 
our families not having to 
worry about the financial 
contributions that private 
schools require. 

— Ameer ‘22

In Gratitude for Our  
Benefactors

This speech isn’t just about 
this year – it’s for everything 
that you all did for us to be 
in this position right now. 
You chose to put us in this 
private school to develop 
better social awareness and 
emotional intelligence. You 
made sure your students 
weren’t struggling, checking 
in on us and helping us know 
our own mindsets. 

— Mortez ‘22

In Gratitude for Our 
Parents & Families

Why is it wrong to wear my 
hair like this? Why can’t I 
become a neurosurgeon? 
I didn’t see any difference 
between me and anyone 
else. Be yourself. Love 
yourself. Love your skin. Your 
hair. Your voice. Don’t be 
afraid to be different.

— Dr. Aaron Palmer  
Neurosurgery Resident 

Northwestern University

Graduation Speaker 
for the Class of 2022

They are the ones who are 
willing to help us and push 
us along the hard process 
to get on this very stage. 
They work countless hours 
to ensure that we receive 
the proper education and 
foundation that’ll help us in 
the future. 

— Kaiden ‘22

In Gratitude for Our 
Faculty & Staff

The Class 
of 2022



Our 
Financials

Benefactors who choose to support CJA are 
investing in the long-term future of our students. 
That investment signals a belief in our students’ 
promise – not only academically, but also as people 
who are committed to doing justice in the service of 
others.

If you are interested in learning more about 
becoming a scholarship benefactor, please 
contact Mary Grawe, Vice President of 
Development, at (773) 629-8600 or  
grawe@cjacademy.org.

The majority of CJA’s annual fundraising is in support of student scholarships. 
Scholarship fundraising is essential to CJA’s continued growth. By raising 
students’ scholarships in four-year pledges, we are able to ensure we have 
the funds necessary to serve each student through their eighth-grade 
graduation. Over 80% of scholarship benefactors choose to renew their 
four-year commitment in support of the incoming fifth-grade class. Some 
benefactors choose to support specific programs such as our Healthy 
Students Program, our College & Career Persistence Program or our Arts 
& Music Program. Others give to our General Operating Fund, which directs 
contributions to areas of the school that need it most. 

Each year, we aim to raise more than our operating budget so we can 
continue to grow our enrollment responsibly while growing our reserves. 
Currently, we have 190 students, and when we finish our campus expansion, 
our capacity will double to allow us to serve 400 students. Additionally, our 
goal is to have a four-year scholarship raised for each student entering our 
fifth-grade class before they enroll with us in June. Our third- and fourth-grade 
classes are funded separately, and we have received several generous gifts 
that will fund these classes for years to come.

The majority of spending at CJA during the 2021-22 school year directly 
supported the Academic School Day, ensuring a low student-to-teacher ratio 
and funding for five social workers, four specialists in our Learning Resource 
Center and a full-time school nurse. This holistic approach addresses the 
needs of each student through the Jesuit tenet of cura personalis, care for 
the whole person. 

The College & Career Persistence Team worked with our students and their 
families starting in sixth grade to help them prepare for the transition to 
high school. They continue this work with our alumni in high school, post-
secondary education and in their careers through the age of 25. The High 
School Bridge team worked with hundreds of our partner-school students in 
7th-10th grade as they navigated their transitions to high school.

The Development Team accounted for 13% of our expenses and raised $8.1 
million for our current operating expenses. Additionally, this fiscal year, the 
Development Team raised $20.3 million for the capital campaign bringing 
the total dollars raised to $34.4 million towards the $40 million goal for our 
campus expansion and new girls’ program. 

The Operations Team managed technology, campus safety and the buildings 
and grounds for our students and alumni. 

These data were unaudited at the time of publication. For a copy of CJA’s 
audited financials, please contact Mary Grawe.

Scholarship Levels

Full Cost $29,500/year

A Full-Cost Scholarship takes into account the 
approximate true cost per student per year at CJA 
before any fundraising expenses. This cost is in line 
with the amount spent by many suburban public-
school districts whose average school day is three 
hours shorter and whose school year is two months 
shorter than CJA’s.

Half Cost $14,750/year

A Half-Cost Scholarship covers half of the cost of 
the extended school year, extended school day, full-
time school nurse, social workers, reading and math 
interventionists and extra-curricular programming 
that make a CJA education unique and exceptional.

Quarter Cost $7,375/year

A Quarter-Cost Scholarship covers one quarter of 
the cost of a student’s education throughout their 
time at Chicago Jesuit Academy.

Four-Year Sustainable Scholarship

More important than the amount of a scholarship 
commitment is a benefactor’s commitment to 
support a student throughout their fifth- through 
eighth-grade years at CJA. We invite our benefactor 
community to consider a four-year commitment of 
an amount that is the best fit for them. 

Annual Fundraising by Program

Spending by Department

55% Scholarships 
$4,484,904

22% Special Programs 
$1,783,837

23% Annual Fund 
$1,911,242

65% Academic School Day 
$4,953,365

13%
CP & High School Bridge 
$1,007,869 

13% Development $970,575

9% School Operations 
$735,987



Our 
Benefactors

Founders Circle
The following donors have generously contributed over $400,000 
in support of our students since the founding of CJA in 2005.

Anonymous (3)
Matthew J. and Christine C. Botica
Helen Brach Foundation
CA Student Living/Scott  

Family Foundation
Chicago Blackhawks Foundation
Conway Family Foundation
James and Catherine Denny 

Foundation
Foglia Family Foundation
Gallagher 312 Foundation

John J. and Virginia B.  
Gearen Family

Paul Gearen
The Gies Foundation
Brian and Christina Greviskes
Joel and Stacy Hock
Bob and Patty Huffman
IMC
Jewel-Osco Foundation
Michael and Lindy Keiser

Mallof Family Fund at the 
Community Foundation of 
Sarasota County

Bill McIntosh
The Howard and Kennon McKee 

Charitable Fund
Midwest Province of the Society 

of Jesus
Mullooly Carey Foundation
Michael L. and Suzanne M. Nelson
Office of Justice Programs
Perkins Malo Hunter  

Foundation Fund

Maralyn and Michael† Reilly
Sanborn Family Foundation
William J. and Barbara A. Schmidt 

Family Foundation
Trust Under the Will of John G. 

Searle - Searle Family Trust
William S. and Nancy E. Thompson 

Foundation
Hank† and Janet Underwood 
Dan and Patty Walsh
Wellington Management 

Foundation
Susan and Steve Wolfe

Bolded names indicate scholarship benefactors. The Donor Roll 
acknowledges gifts made to CJA between June 1, 2021 and May 31, 2022.

Scholarship Circle
The following donors are generously sponsoring students 
through gifts received outside of the 2021-2022 fiscal year.

Anonymous (3)
Stephen and Sarah Baine
CA Student Living/Scott  

Family Foundation
Gabe and Amy Cahill
CGray Foundation

James P. Gearen
The Goetz Family Foundation
Debra and Jordan Hadelman
Warren† & Beverly Hayford 
Seth and Dorothy Hemming
Justin and Hilarie Huscher

Kemper Educational & Charitable 
Fund

Bill and Marta Krug
Thomas McDonald and Gina Raffin
Midwest Province of the  

Society of Jesus
Michael J. and Elizabeth M. Miller

Scott and Nora Murray
Polk Brothers Foundation
John & Chris Rademacher
The George L. Shields Foundation
Emily Heisley Stoeckel
Carl and Susan Weber

Capital Campaign Commitments
The following donors have made generous commitments over the past two 
years in support of our campus expansion and the creation of our girls’ program.

Anonymous (3)
Applegate & Thorne-Thomsen
Aunt Millie’s
Aurora World, Inc.
Backerhaus Veit Ltd.
Katherine F. Barrett
Berkel Midwest Sales and  

Service, Inc.
Bimbo Bakehouse LLC
Boar’s Head
Bob Evans
Bolthouse Farms
Borden Dairy
Matthew J. and Christine C. Botica
Brill
Bushmans’ Inc.
Katie Byrne
C.A. Carlin
C.J. Erickson Plumbing Co.
Camburas & Theodore, Ltd.
Campbell’s
Chelan Fresh Marketing
Chicago Baking Company
Chicago Bears Football Club, Inc.

Chicago Blackhawk Hockey  
Team, Inc.

Chicago Bulls
Chicago Cubs
Chobani
Clyde’s Donuts
Fred J. and Leona Conforti
Dan and Maureen Connolly
Conway Family Foundation
Crave Better Foods
Daisy
dbHMS
Del Monte Fresh Produce
DeLallo
Deloitte on behalf of Carl Weber
Tom & Lynn DePietro
The John & Susan Dewan 

Foundation
Direct Source Seafood, LLC
Tom and Sheila Doar III
Dot’s Pretzels, LLC
Doyle Signs, Inc.
Dutch Farms
The Eli’s Cheesecake Company
Energizer

Focus Sales & Marketing, Inc.
Garden Fresh Foods, Inc.
Gary and Karen Gardner
Edward Garvey
Paul Gearen
General Mills
GH Cretors
Giumarra Vineyards
Goode Foods/Pic Select
Gotham Greens
The Great Lake Potato Chip Co LLC
Brian and Christina Greviskes
GT Universe
Hanson Faso Sales &  

Marketing, Inc.
Robert and Rita Havey
Seth and Dorothy Hemming
Herr’s
Joel and Stacy Hock
Hormel Deli Solutions and 

Perishable Sales, Inc.
Hormel Foods
Bob and Patty Huffman
IMC
Jewel-Osco Foundation

JJ Pies
Joe & Ross, Inc.
Donald Kash and Carole  

Sowa Kash
Keurig Dr. Pepper
Chris and Biz Keiser
Michael and Lindy Keiser
Kellogg’s
Kimberly-Clark
Kretschmar
William and JoAnn Kunkel
La Preferida
Sarah Lalley
Land O Lakes
Lawrence Foods
Bridget and Zachary Long
Patricia and William Maher
Mallof Family Fund at the 

Community Foundation of 
Sarasota County

Kathryn & Timothy Martin
Martin’s Famous Pastry  

Shoppe, Inc.
Mastronardi Produce
Pat and Katie Mathews

Matt’s Cookie Company
Tameka McBride
McCain
Sharon and Craig McCollam
Steven D. and Margaret H. 

McCormick
Bill McIntosh
The Howard and Kennon McKee 

Charitable Fund
McKinney Family Charitable Fund
Rob and Anne Metzger
Timothy S. Mitchell
Martin and Lauren Modahl
Molson Coors Beverage Company
Mondelez International
Lisa Mulvaney-Nelson and  

Michael Nelson
Natural Intentions, Inc.
NatureSweet
Michael L. and Suzanne M. Nelson

Nestle/Coffeemate
NSD
Oberweis Dairy
Mary B. and Patrick A. O’Neil 

Foundation
The Oppenheimer Group
Osman Construction Corporation
Bob and Kay Otter
Palermo’s
Peak Foods
PepsiCo
Perry Family Charitable 

Foundation
Piping Rock Health Products
POM Produce
Pompeian Oil
Power Play Distributors, LLC
Pro’s Choice Beauty Care, Inc.
Regal Health Food International, 

Inc.

Reser’s Fine Foods, Inc.
Anthony Rizzo Family  

Foundation, Inc.
Ardmore Roderick
Sanborn Family Foundation
Sanderson Farms, Inc.
John B. Sanfilippo & Son, Inc./

Fisher Nuts
SB Friedmann Development 

Advisors
Sarah M. Schmidt
William J. and Barbara A. Schmidt 

Family Foundation
Scooter Bay Sales and Marketing
Trust Under the Will of John G. 

Searle - Searle Family Trust
Sherman Mechanical, Inc.
Silver Palate Kitchens, Inc.
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger
Site Design Group, Ltd.

SM&W
Smithfield
Stemilt Growers LLC
Jim Tanking and Lori Moles Tanking
Taylor Farms
Taylor Farms Deli
Roger and Anne Taylor
William S. and Nancy E. Thompson 

Foundation
Patrick & Heather Thornton
Tillamook
Tyson Foods
Hank† and Janet Underwood
V and V Supremo
Nancy and Mark Van Grinsven
Dan and Patty Walsh
Susan and Steve Wolfe
Yasso
Matt and Marny Zimmer

Ignatius Circle
$100,000 and Up
Barclays
Matthew J. and Christine C. 

Botica
Bob and Tracey Casey
Fred J. and Leona Conforti
Conway Family Foundation
James and Catherine Denny 

Foundation
The John & Susan Dewan 

Foundation
Tom and Sheila Doar III
Foglia Family Foundation
Gary and Karen Gardner
Paul Gearen
The Gies Foundation
Brian and Christina Greviskes
GT Universe
Bob and Patty Huffman
IMC
Jewel-Osco Foundation
Michael and Lindy Keiser
Kathryn & Timothy Martin
Robert R. McCormick 

Foundation
Bill McIntosh
The Howard and Kennon McKee 

Charitable Fund
Michael L. and Suzanne M. 

Nelson
Mary O’Neil
Maralyn and Michael† Reilly
Sanborn Family Foundation
Trust Under the Will of John G. 

Searle - Searle Family Trust
William S. and Nancy E. Thompson 

Foundation
Hank† and Janet Underwood
Dan and Patty Walsh
Wellington Management 

Foundation
Susan and Steve Wolfe

Rodriguez Circle
$50,000 to $99,999
Anonymous (3)
Mary Claire and Terry Belton
Borden Dairy
Haag Family Foundation
Joel and Stacy Hock
Jim and Diane Hohmann
JJ Pies
Donald Kash and Carole  

Sowa Kash
Chris and Biz Keiser
William and JoAnn Kunkel
Mallof Family Fund at the 

Community Foundation of 
Sarasota County

John McKenna and Meg Miller
Rob and Anne Metzger
Martin and Lauren Modahl
Mullooly Carey Foundation
Mrs. Betty Parkinson
Power Play Distributors, LLC
Abra Prentice Foundation, Inc.
Anthony Rizzo Family Foundation, 

Inc.
William J. and Barbara A. 

Schmidt Family Foundation
Patrick & Heather Thornton
Matt and Marny Zimmer

Bellarmine Circle
$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous (8)
Helen Brach Foundation
Fred J. Brunner Foundation
Campbell’s
Chicago Blackhawks Foundation
Chobani
Bob and Loretta Cooney
Ellen Dalton
Warren and Mary Jo DeMaio

Tom and Sheila Doar III via 
The Tom and Patty Doar 
Foundation

Dutch Farms
Michael and Peggy Dwyer
Frank and Jayme Free
Gallagher 312 Foundation
Edward Garvey
James P. and Brenda S. Grusecki 

Family Foundation
Daniel P. Haerther Trust
Kellogg’s
Rick and Christina Malnati
Timothy J. and Gretchen A. 

McCarty
Steven D. and Margaret H. 

McCormick
Bill and Paula McMenamin
Adrienne Meisel and Rand 

Sparling
Charles W. Mulaney, Jr.
Nasgovitz Family Foundation
Nestle/Coffeemate
Notre Dame Lab for Economic 

Opportunities (LEO)
Edmond and Alice Opler 

Foundation
James J. and Sharon O’Sullivan
Liz and Tom Parrott
PepsiCo
Perry Family Charitable 

Foundation
Martin J. Perry and Barbara J. 

Williams
Sheila and John Pigott
Dr. and Mrs. Frank Previti
Tom and Linda Rinella
James T. and Michelle A. Ryan 

Foundation
Sarah M. Schmidt
Sebastian Family Charitable 

Foundation
Taylor Farms
Tillamook
Mike and Ellen Walsdorf

Xavier Circle
$10,000 to $24,999
Matt and Kathryn A’Hearn
Anderson Family Foundation
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
Anonymous (3)
Aunt Millie’s
Anthony L. and Jean C. Barbato
Katherine F. Barrett
Brad and Julie Benbow
Sheila R. Berner Foundation
Thomas L. & Kathleen G. Bindley 

Charitable Trust
Bob Evans
Bolthouse Farms
Thomas and Tracy Brooker
Mary Grace and Kevin Burke
John D. and Leslie Henner Burns 

Family Foundation
Bushmans’ Inc.
Celebrate Life Foundation
Thomas and Mary Cellitti
Chelan Fresh Marketing
Chicago Board of Trade 

Foundation
Chicago White Sox Community 

Fund
Gail Colvin
Dan and Maureen Connolly
Karen and Ned Crowley
Daisy
Barbara and Michael Davis
Del Monte Fresh Produce
Mullery Doar via the Tom and Patty 

Doar Foundation
Tom and Shaina Doar IV via the 

Tom and Patty Doar Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Charles V. Doherty
Dot’s Pretzels, LLC
Russell and Leigh Dyer
Brian and Beth Farmer
Ann & Tim Finnegan



Margaret M. Fiorenza and Mark 
F. Santacrose

Steven J. and Julie S. Fischer
George and Mary Fitzpatrick
Michael S. and Mary Lavery Flynn
Timothy G. and Kathryn S. French
Regan and Philip Friedmann
Garden Fresh Foods, Inc.
General Mills
GH Cretors
Eileen Moore Golan†
Gotham Greens
Herr’s
David and Nancy Hines
Hormel Foods
Thomas and Helga Humes
Timothy B. Johnson
Philip B. and Maureen Kenny
Kimberly-Clark
King Family Foundation
Jim and Sue King
Mike and Marian Kneafsey
Bruce and Kristin Koepfgen
John and Deborah Lahey
Land O Lakes
Brian C. Lewis and Ihemba M. 

Mwamufiya
Loyola Press
Kevin and Kate Maloney
Matt’s Cookie Company
McCain
Patrick & Michele McCarthy
Stan and Lisa McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Wm McInerney
McKinney Family Charitable 

Fund
Kathryn McQuade Foundation
Molson Coors Beverage Company
Mondelez International
Marianne Moore
Noel G. and Michele V. Moore
Richard & Mary Beth Murphy
Becky & Mike Murray
NatureSweet
New Frontiers Foundation
The Oppenheimer Group
Lynne and Rick Palmore
John and Mary Polich
Pompeian Oil
Kevin Preloger and Kathy Buck
Merrilee Clark Redmond
Regal Health Food International, 

Inc.
Matthew and Janine Reintjes
Reser’s Fine Foods, Inc.
Tom and Emily Reynolds
Arthur Munsey Robinson 

Charitable Foundation
Ruthie and Rich Ryan
Sage Foundation
Sanderson Farms, Inc.
John B. Sanfilippo & Son, Inc./

Fisher Nuts
Steve and Catherine Saunders
David and Marianne Schiavone

Margaret M. Schmidt and 
Kenneth J. Danila Fund

Dr. Scholl Foundation
Scooter Bay Sales and Marketing
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Sents
Silver Palate Kitchens, Inc.
John F. Smiekel Foundation
Dr. Lauren M. Smith
Andy Soucheray
Stemilt Growers LLC
The Stenning
George Sullivan and Dorothy Turek
The Tardiff Family
Roger and Anne Taylor
Cherryl Thomas
Nancy and Mark Van Grinsven
VNA Foundation
Joseph F. Vosicky, Jr.
Richard and Ann Waris
William and Kathryn Wicklander
Kurt and Allison Wiese
Wintrust Financial Corporation
Jean and Peter Witty
Tom and Amy Ziegenfuss

Marquette Circle
$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (5)
The Armor Group
David and Faith Atkins
Erwin K. and Nancy C. Aulis
Seth Axelrad and Muriel Jean-

Jacques
B.I.G. Capital LLC
Jason Baine
David Baker and Kelly Maxwell
Dan and Lisa Barry
David and Linda Bergonia 

Charitable Fund
Charles W. & Patricia S. Bidwill 

Charitable Foundation
Joe and Stacey Blasko
Boar’s Head
Calvin Bower and Pamela Piane
John and Kathy Broderick
Nolan and Georgia Burke
Kathy Byrne
Katie Byrne
Timothy Caplice
Catherine Cassidy
Mark Cavanaugh Memorial 

Scholarship Group
Chicago Cubs
Maxie and E. Swope Clarke
Liz & Jeff Coney
Thomas and Anita Croghan
Mrs. Margaret A. Crowe
Jane and Brian Crowley
Dorothea Cunningham Family 

Foundation
Sean L. Cunningham
Michael J. Donahue Family 

Foundation
Carol J. and Patrick E. Dwyer 

Family
Patrick E. Dwyer III & Dwyerthon

Roger and Anita Garvert
David and Tracey Gau
Gearen/Shinners Family
Dr. William and Mrs. Jayne Gilligan
Giumarra Vineyards
Lisa and John Hendrickson
Marilyn S. Hines
Geoffrey A. and Linda L. Hirt
Mike and Isabel Hynes
Javors Family
Bob and Mary Ellen Kastenholz
James and Mary Kearney
William G. and Joan A. Kistner
Barbara Koren
La Preferida
The LaValle Family
Eugene and Kandace Lenti
Patrick Loughery
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Lyne
Carl Marinacci and Barbara 

Phelan
Martin’s Famous Pastry Shoppe, 

Inc.
Mastronardi Produce
Henry Mawicke
Sharon and Craig McCollam
Brendan M. and Barbara S. 

McCormick
Jane Moore
Michael and Emer Mulvihill
Jim and Letitia Murphy
Natural Intentions, Inc.
Bob and Kay Otter
Chris and Lauren Peterson
Christopher and Michelle Prassas
Pro’s Choice Beauty Care, Inc.
John G. Quigley
Steven and Stephanie Remelius
Sean and Elizabeth Rogers
Donald and Cecile Schoenheider
Jeffrey and Karri Schrand
Gregory Schulson
Stephen & Rebecca Schuster
Smithfield
Steve and Ginger Smits
Jeremy Stom Remembrance 

Foundation
Jim and Tricia Valenti
Jeffrey and Susan Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Westropp
Fred and Marilyn Wohlberg
John M. Yeager
The Zalesky Family

Campion Circle
$2,500 to $4,999
Stephen and Denise Andrews
John F. and Julie M. Baker
The Jim Bauernfeind Family
Bimbo Bakehouse LLC
Michael Blankshain and Kathleen 

Deighan
John and Stephanie Botica
Terri Brady
Stephen C.† and Patricia B. 

Carlson

Kelly Cassidy and Scott Rozmus
Chicago Baking Company
Chicago Bears Football Club, Inc.
Clyde’s Donuts
John & Mary Coyle
Gene and Gay Crowley
David and Kirsten Cunningham 

Foundation
Todd and Victoria DeMonte
Direct Source Seafood, LLC
J.L. DiStefano Family Fund
Mary Gilligan Dolan - Res ‘53
Frank and Jane Egan
Katie Falk
Focus Sales & Marketing, Inc.
Lucy and Richard Gaven
Mike and Betty Gearen
Jonathan and Julie Hicks
Hormel Deli Solutions and 

Perishable Sales, Inc.
Pat and Jim Karczewski
Thomas and Margaret Kittle-

Kamp
Sarah Lalley
Kelly and Michael D. Lish
Loeb Family
Barrington Lopez Charitable 

Giving Fund
Nora K. Flynn and Matthew G. 

Lynch
Charles Mann and Dale Duda
McGraw Foundation
Jim & Diana McIntosh
Barbara Molloy
Dave and Connie Morrison
Mary Munday and Richard Clark
Jon Najarian
Nick Neubauer
Michelle Nichols
Megan O’Brien
Thomas and Laura O’Sullivan
Charlie Osweiler
Ed and Jean Ozog
B. Michael Pallasch
George and Peggy Pandaleon
Piping Rock Health Products
Jean Ptacek
Mark and Patricia Ptacek
Tom and Mary Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Roney
William and Elizabeth Skalitzky
Maria Lefkow Sorensen and Erik 

Sorensen
Taylor Street Jesuit Community
V and V Supremo
Renaat and Susanna Ver Eecke
Mary Wolf and Ignacio Larrinua

Canisius Circle
$1,000 to $2,499
Mr. Robert W. Anderson and Ms. 

Marilyn Biede
Anonymous (6)
Robert and Alicia Ashenburg
Aurora World, Inc.
Brian and Janet Creevy Avery

Backerhaus Veit Ltd.
Vivien & John Barkidjija
Tim and Susan Barron
Peg and Larry Beaudin
James L. Bebley
Berkel Midwest Sales and Service, 

Inc.
Charles and Mary Anne Bobrinsky
Jim & Eileen Breen
Brill
Milton and Susan Brougham
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bursky
Hon. & Mrs. Robert Byrne
Jarrod Carter
Lauren and Rebecca Centioli
Chicago Blackhawk Hockey Team, 

Inc.
Chicago Bulls
Chomicz Family Foundation
Carol Cislak De Smul
Clark Street Jesuit Community
Glen & Kathleen Clarke
Joseph and Mary Collins
Drs. Terrence Conway and Judith 

Neafsey
Theodore E. Cornell III
Crowley Family Fund
Frank Crowley
Barbara Flynn Currie
Tom & Lynn DePietro
Daniel and Deborah Devitt
Katie and Tommy DiPiero
Kevin and Katie Doyle
Bob and Paula Dunne
Thomas A. Durkin and Janis D. 

Roberts
Theodore Eckert Foundation
Thomas and Donna Egan
The Eli’s Cheesecake Company
Enterprise Holdings Foundation 

via Deon Taylor
Evanston Bicycle Club
Tim and Laura Farquhar
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Feeley
Sarah E. Finch
John J. and Catherine M. Fitzgerald
Jim and Ann Fox
Donna Fredrickson
Jason and Terri Fuchs
John and Ann Gearen
Joseph I. Goldstein
Maribel Galiano Goll
Goode Foods/Pic Select
Gourmet Gorilla, Local & Organic 

Food for Kids
Richard W. Groendyke
Luke Hagerty
Luke and Caitlyn Haller
Tim and Meghan Halleron
Hanson Faso Sales & Marketing, 

Inc.
Robert and Rita Havey
Tom and Jane Heiden
John and Patricia Heller
Craig W. Henderson Family 

Charitable Fund
Drs. Christine and Joseph 

Herdman
James & Rosemary Hower
Ben Huffman
Colleen and Tom Huffman
Alan J. Hunken
Conor Hunt and Kathryn Conway
Kevin Hynes and Mary Sousan
Edward Jacob
Joe & Ross, Inc.
Ken Johnson and Amy Stearns
Jim and Ellen Jones
Anthony Karlatiras and Kathleen 

Boyle
Elizabeth Kelley
James Kennedy and Elaine Adams
Kenosha Postmus
Gary Kohn and Susan Barry
Thomas and Amy Kuhns
Bruce LaFranchi and Judy 

Donahue
Mark K. and Mary E. Lahey
Pete and Jean Lawrence
Mary Lee
Margaret and James Leef
Joan Lefkow
Robert C. Liuzzi
Bridget and Zachary Long
Patrick and Mary Beth Lucas
George and Barbara Lynch
Joan Lynch/Lori Lynch
Marziani/Wrobel Family
Michael and Mary Anne Mason
Tameka McBride
John and Diana McDevitt
Jane McDonald
David K. and Judith C. McNulty
Sharon and Graydon Megan
Joel and Penny Meisel
John Michalik
Kathi & Max Miller
Ana Misetic
Timothy S. Mitchell
Bridget Morton
Guy W. Mouton
James C. Mullen
Lisa Mulvaney-Nelson and Michael 

Nelson
Oberweis Dairy
Christine O’Brien
William T. and Lezlie O’Donnell
Mary & Don Olson
Osman Construction Corporation
Dianne Parrott
Robert and Barbara Perkaus
Sarah Polich
POM Produce
Gail & Jerry Prassas
Rick Redmond
John and Therese Rigas
Earl Rix
Romano Family
Saints Faith, Hope & Charity
Leo and Diane Schlinkert
Janet Schreiber
Angela Sherrill & Kasey Klipsch
Chris and Suzie Shoup

Millie Slane
Therese G. Smith and Marty H. 

Wright
Joseph Starshak
John and JoAnn Stephens
David and Kate Strachan
Bob and Ellen Sunness
Taylor Farms Deli
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick and Kerry 

Thornton
Suzanne B. Tobin
Pat and Abby Van Grinsven
Craig S. Vogel and Karen Breen 

Vogel
Jeff Wagner
Patrick & Rebecca Walsh
Doug & Ann Wambach
Michael & Maura Ward
Susan & Thomas Westhoff
Cynthia Cunningham Whalen
Michael and Ann Marie Wheeler
William Blair
Vickie Wisniewski
Jennifer Wyatt and Joe 

Weismantel
Dave Zalesky and Esther Storrie
Idyth and Jay Zimbler

Ellacuria Circle
$500 to $999
Anonymous (3)
Frieda and George Baker
Jackie Bauer
John Benz
Melissa and William Bergen
Binswanger-Charlton Family Fund
Bernadette and Tim Broccolo
Cecilia S. Bucolo
Laura Buege
Debra Bunnell
Camburas & Theodore, Ltd.
Bob & Fran Caprini
Rita Carmody
James W. Chamberlain
Paulette and Craig Cihlar
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Crnkovich
James and Mary Lou Cull
Peggy Cunniff and Patrick Rocks
Glenn Davis
DeLallo
Timothy and Cheryl DiPiero
Doyle Signs, Inc.
John and Dinny Dwyer
Peter and Patricia Eckland
Patrick Egan
Bruno and Rosary Eidietis
Kevin Fitzpatrick
Justin & Erin Foley
Ian Frost
Peter and Patty Garvy
Ronald Peter Geisler
Philip Goff and Katherine McGinn
The Great Lake Potato Chip Co LLC
Mike and Ann Hall
David Haracz and Mary Dolan

David and Paula Steiner Hellman
Kathleen Higgins
John Kavanaugh
Rosemary O’Hare Kehoe
Thomas and Susan King
Kretschmar
Ken & Karen Kuchar
Richard and Mary Kuhn Family 

Fund of DuPage Foundation
Joseph & Kerstin Lane
Marty and Tanya Laskowski
William M. Lawler
Legacy Global Foundation
Jerrold Levine
Chris and Emily Lund
Michael Lund
Dave and Kris Mahon
Terry & Sue McDermott
Patrick G. Meehan and Julie A. 

O’Connor
Madonna & John Merritt
Thomas Meyers and Barbara 

Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. William Minihan
Mary and Eric Mollman
Jennifer and Steven Molony
Jim and Mindy Munson
Malik Murray
Philip Nehro
Richard and Constance Nemec
Dave and Nancy O’Neill
Antonio Ortiz
Edward and Jodi Pacer
Ares Panagoulias and Anne 

Kathryn West
David W. Pequet
Pernini Family
Susan and Mike Phillips
Meredith Mosbacher Pruyn and 

Michael Pruyn
Raskob Foundation for Catholic 

Activities, Inc.
David and Lyn Rasmussen
Arthur Reliford Jr.
Molly Sarver
Lily Schmitt
Sherman Mechanical, Inc.
Leonard Slotkowski
Deacon Tony and Mrs. Monica 

Spatafore
Marian Stricker
Maria Suarez
James K. Suhr
Maurice and Robyn-Ashley Taylor
Dolly and Frank Trager
Bobbie and Jeff Vender
Jeanne Walsh
Michele and Creighton Warren
Mary Winne
Michael Wolfe and Jeff Frederick
Danielle York

Teilhard Circle
$250 to $499
Anonymous (3)
Mary Bergonia and Tom Ross



John Biemer
Stephanie Braming
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Broderick
C.J. Erickson Plumbing Co.
Catherine and Frank Carroll
Matt and Alexis Cavanaugh
Sheldon and Carol Clay
Joseph Collins
Michael and Melissa Conroy
Vikki Creeden
Catherine & Tim Curran
Peter and Mary Denio
Peter Donoghue and Patricia 

Hannon, MD
Partners of Duane Morris LLP
Natalie Earnest
Freeman Pictures, Inc.
Maureen and Michael Furey
Tom & Mary Gibbons
Ryan and Lisa Graham
Matt Greenberg
Bruce and Denise Hartney
Barbara & Mike Heaton
Ronald and Juliana Hinkle
Laura Hunt & Jordan Innes & 

Family
Suzanne Inzerillo
Chuck Jacobson and Mary Lou 

Vainisi
Emily Kalanithi
Alex and Meg Kalish
Jeff and Linda Krol
Rama Kumanduri
David Levinson and Kathleen Kirn
Tay Tany Lim and Family
Robert and Dawn Mallof
Gregory Matz
Dan & Anastasia McGuire
Noma Richardson and Tonnie 

McGuire
Chris McHugh
Andrew J. McKenna
David Meers
Graydon and Alexandra Megan
Barbara & Richard Michalik
Colleen Munakash
Jim and Terri Noon
Maggie and Pat O’Brien
Melissa O’Malley
Ed and Julie Polfus
Mark M. and Susan E. Quinn
Leo & Polly Reedy
Jaxon and Anne Reilly
Karin Rettger
John A. Rich
Robert & Joanne Rothermel 

Family Fund at The Chicago 
Community Foundation

Lauren Ryan
Michael and Andrea Santer
Sandra Schaller
Meredith Schmitt
Greg Schuler
Stephen Ross Schuster
Laura Spizzirri
Amelia & Nathan Stowe
Ken and Janice Turek
Nancy and Don Vine

Janet Waligora
Dr. John and Mrs. Michele Wheeler
Dean and Jeannine Wiese
Gary and Betty Wiley
Jim and Sue Wogan
Joan S. Wrenn
Jessica Zinkel

Ricci Circle
$100 - $249
Dina Adams
Anonymous (10)
David & Laura Atchison
Jane Baker
Paul Barbeau
Jean M. Bax
Timothy M. and Elaine S. Bell
Danny Belton
Kristen Bilton
Christina and Lannie Bogue
Bradley-Nixon Family
Charles F. Brummitt, M.D. and 

Martha Davis Kipcak
Ryan Buhl
Nancy Sheridan Burke
Anne and John Peter Campbell
Leonard and Delores Cardascio
Lorraine D. Carr
Nancy Chang
Millie Huston Cheronis
Rev. Thomas Cima
William Coleman
Natalie Conrardy
The Costin Family
Patricia and Kenneth Cozzi
John Cramer
Crave Better Foods
Steve and Ellen Culliton
Karen and Brad Cumings
John J. Curry
John and Tara Darnell
Penny Davoren
Caitlin and Jordan Denfeld
Brooke and Vincent DeSapio
Marlene Paulette DiBrito and Dean 

DiBrito
Claire DiPiero
Bill & Terri DiPiero
Geri Flynn Dobry
Linda and John Donahue
Marianne and Don Doyle
Lora Drozd
Claire Dwyer
Noelle Dwyer
Tom and Kathy Ehmann
Laura Eidietis
Edward P. and Colleen F. Evert, Jr.
Eduardo Favela
Rip and Murph Fernholz
Haley Fischer
Martin and Linda Fitzgerald
Collins T. and Mary Fitzpatrick
Nancy Flannery
Matt and Trish Froeschle
Veryl Gambino
Christopher J. and Martina 

Gombas

Seletta Goodall-Nichols
Valerie Grace
Timothy J. Groark
John and Jacki Hagerty
Brett and Sarah Hampson
Sandra Hansen
Fred and Kitty Hermes
George Hickey
Pat and Louise Hillegass
Sandra Hinckley
Holy Family Church Men’s SCC
Anne Jamison
Jeffery and Katie Johnson
Eileen Junkins
Raymond J. and Kathleen B. Kelly
Camille Kettel
Jay and Teri LaJone
Robyn LaLonde
Teresa Lamantia
Thomas Larsson
Lawrence Foods
Dr. Norris S. Lewis
Thomas Lillig
Kathleen Long and Kevin Acton
James and Mary Lyman
Richard Lyman
Patricia and William Maher
Kim Mancini
Shanna Martin
Pat and Katie Mathews
Thomas McBride
Mary Jo McCabe
Padraig McCoid
Courtney McCrudden
Julie McMahon
Sean McMurrough
Debbie and Ed Mellinger
Pauline Mertes
Traci Miller and Troy McHatton
Corinne Mirabile
Mark and Diane Muench
Michael Munger
Geoffrey and Karyn Murphy
Kelly Murray
Frank and Mary Nahser
Michael Napier
Donna Noonan
Joanne Noonan
Robert N. and Mary E. Noriega
Virginia and Ed Novak
Norah O’Brien
Brian Osmer
James Owens
Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. Paradies
Eileen Boyle Perich
Renee Paris Picot
Josephine Ploetz
Prask Giving Fund
Dennis and Lavon Rader
Robin Reid
Dick and Karen Riley
Kate Roland
Alfred and Claire Sanchez
Carol Savier
Christopher and Anne Schenkel
Lesley and Chad Shifrin
Ryan Shirilla

John Siciliano
Allison Siebeneck
Eric Simpson
Lianne Sinclair
Thomas & Patricia Sokol
Reuben Subramaniam
Rose Mary Sullivan
Philip and Kerry Suse
Tara Tague
Jim Tanking and Lori Moles Tanking
Ruby Taylor
Michelle Thoma-Culver
Nora Turek
Joanne Wallace
Janet Walsh
John Walsh
Dennis and Rita Walter
Shirley Waterloo
John Weiss
Julie Winne
Grace Dougherty Wisdom
Patricia Wolf
Maureen Wood
Marie Zajac
Paul and Carol Zellner
Diane Zimmerman
Trayce Zimmerman

Faber Circle
Up to $99
Magaly Acosta
Anonymous (7)
Todd Applebaum
Katie Baber
Michael Bartlett
Audrey Beasley
Sandra Becker
Tonia Becker
Elva Bergonia
Michael Berzanski
Ann Bourjaily
Christopher M. Bowles
Maureen Connelly Boyle
Eileen Brusek-Kaczmarek
Jim Buckelew
A Children’s Habitat Montessori 

School
Bridget Corbett Cohen
Maura Colleary
Mariel and David Cramer
Crossroads Community Church
Stephen Currie
Keith Danahey
Jill and Dan DeFina
Allison Deneen
John A. and Sarah M. Donohue
Julia Downing
Daniel Fernandez
Christopher Ferrelli
John Fitzgerald
Mackenzie Frasso
Thomas Gillespie
Karen Gilmore
Jack Greaney
Phyllis Grenier
Helen Griffin

Camille Palmisano Helkowski
Jamie Hull
Mary Huntley
Edward Hynes and Laura Lefkow-

Hynes
Charlotte Corcoran Jones
Julie Keller
Sylvia Allen Kinney and John 

Kinney
Jon Kinsey
Greg Koster
Lillian and Jimmy Lawrence
Joan Legath
Suzanne Littell
Margaret Lynch and Kathleen 

Short
Laurie Marino
Barbara Marrs
Colin Marshall
Mary McKay
Charlotte McTigue
Justine Miele
Frances Moreno
Joan Morris
Jennifer Morrison
James Nagle
Kelsea Offner
Melissa Paraf
Louise Pauly
Bridget Pennise
Alan Peres
Jeanette Pesamoska
Jose Ponce
Vanessa Pulanco
Elena Putt
Marge Riley
Genita C. Robinson
Alan and Carol Rose
Sophia Ruffolo
Kyle Russo
Tim Santine
Mary Schneider
Margaret Scimeca
Jeff and JoAnn Scott
Fred and Maribeth Smart
Erika Snell
James and Julie Tortorelli
Emiliano Vargas
Mike Whitcomb
Aidan Yates
Monica Yeung
Amanda Zubricki

Tributes in Honor 
Of...
All employees and students of 

CJA - past, present and future 
Ryan Shirilla

Mary Catherine Marrs Ausman 
Barbara Marrs

Sue E. Bergen 
Melissa and William Bergen

David & Linda Bergonia & Family 
Adrienne Meisel and Rand 
Sparling

Mrs. Elva Bergonia 
Adrienne Meisel and Rand 
Sparling

Matt & Christine Botica 
David and Faith Atkins 

John and Stephanie Botica 
Michael and Ann Marie Wheeler

Matthew J. Botica 
Crowley Family Fund

Tracy Brooker 
Edward and Jodi Pacer

William and Jeanne Caplice 
Timothy Caplice

Kevin Charlton and Amy 
Thornton 
Binswanger-Charlton Family 
Fund

Tim Charlton and Dominique 
Lejbrandt 
Binswanger-Charlton Family 
Fund

Gregory T. Clark 
Valerie Grace

Sheldon Clay and Carol Stoeger 
Clay 
Sheldon and Carol Clay

Justice Judith Cohen 
Jamie Hull

John and Mary Coyle 
Bridget and Zachary Long 
Pat and Katie Mathews 
Molly Sarver

Patrick Curran 
Catherine & Tim Curran

DEI work 
Edward Hynes and Laura 
Lefkow-Hynes

John & Sue Dewan 
Carol Savier

John Dewan 
Carol Savier

Katie DiPiero 
Traci Miller and Troy McHatton

Suzanne and Dick Donoghue 
Peter Donoghue and Patricia 
Hannon, MD

Pat Dwyer 
Kevin Fitzpatrick 
Kelly Murray 
Kelsea Offner 
Melissa Paraf

Dwyerthon 
Christopher M. Bowles 
William Coleman 
Maura Colleary 
Julia Downing 
Noelle Dwyer 
Christopher J. and Martina 
Gombas 
Mackenzie Frasso 
Thomas Lillig 
Malik Murray 
John Siciliano 
Eric Simpson 
Aidan Yates 
Diane Zimmerman 
Trayce Zimmerman 
Amanda Zubricki

Leigh Dyer 
Kristen Bilton 
Caitlin and Jordan Denfeld 
Natalie Earnest 
Elizabeth Kelley 
Kim Mancini 
Jaxon and Anne Reilly 
Lianne Sinclair

Francis Egan 
Frank and Jane Egan

Ronald G. Finch 
Sarah E. Finch

Haley Fischer 
David Haracz and Mary Dolan

Chris Freeburg 
Maxie and E. Swope Clarke

Larry Gies 
Timothy Caplice

Maria (Eidietis) Gola 
Laura Eidietis

Chris Grunewald 
Daniel Fernandez

Jordan Hadelman 
Thomas and Laura O’Sullivan

Terese Hagerty 
John and Tara Darnell 
Christopher and Anne Schenkel

Pat Hillegass 
Bob and Kay Otter

Jewel Osco Merchandising Team 
and Gerald Rifenbark 
Natural Intentions, Inc.

Mike and Lindy Keiser 
Craig W. Henderson Family 
Charitable Fund

George Lane, S.J. 
John Cramer

Patrick & Mary Beth Lucas 
Patrick and Mary Beth Lucas

Matthew Lynch 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bursky 
Tom and Kathy Ehmann 
Patricia and William Maher

Joseph & Virginia Mallof 
Robert and Dawn Mallof

Michael Mason, Billy Schauer, 
Tom Van Grinsven and Sara 
Powers 
Michael Napier

Mary, Tom, CBB, Drew, and Cart 
Michael and Melissa Conroy

Brendan McCormick 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Broderick

Bill McIntosh 
Katie Falk 
Bruce and Kristin Koepfgen 
Thomas and Amy Kuhns 
Margaret and James Leef 
Earl Rix

Adrienne Meisel and Rand 
Sparling 
Todd Applebaum 
Elva Bergonia 
Mary Bergonia and Tom Ross 
Christine O’Brien

Ross Mishkin 
Marty and Tanya Laskowski

Timothy Mitchell 
Timothy S. Mitchell

Margaret Dewan Morra 
The John & Susan Dewan 
Foundation

Michael Napier 
Teresa Lamantia

Megan O’Brien 
Chris McHugh

Kathleen C. Rocks 
Peggy Cunniff and Patrick 
Rocks

Louise and Robert Sanborn 
Robert and Barbara Perkaus

David & Marianne Schiavone 
Brett and Sarah Hampson

The Sheridan Family 
Nancy Sheridan Burke

SICP Alumni @ CJA 
Timothy S. Mitchell

Millie Slane 
Bridget Corbett Cohen 
Helen Griffin 
Robert N. and Mary E. Noriega

Dr. Lauren Smith 
Shanna Martin

Maria Lefkow Sorensen 
Joan Lefkow

James Stoeger, S.J. 
Patrick Egan

Taylor Family 
Philip and Kerry Suse

Joseph Vosicky, JD 
Noma Richardson and Tonnie 
McGuire

Jessie Walsh 
Justine Miele

Kevin and Amanda Wiley 
Nancy and Don Vine

Mike Withers/Jewel 

Anthony Rizzo Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Tributes in Memory 
Of...
Alberta Barnes 

Mariel and David Cramer 
Joan Legath 
George and Barbara Lynch 
James Owens 
Alan and Carol Rose 
Dennis and Rita Walter 
Julie Winne 
Mary Winne 
Patricia Wolf

Paul Bauerlein 
Mary Lee

Jim Casey 
Marge Riley

Ray and Betty Cellitti 
Thomas and Mary Cellitti

Eunice Chomicz 
Chomicz Family Foundation

William and Rosalie Clark 
Merrilee Clark Redmond 
Rick Redmond

Kevin Cogan 
Michael Bartlett 
Penny Davoren 
Jill and Dan DeFina 
Lucy and Richard Gaven 
Tay Tany Lim and Family 
George and Barbara Lynch 
Camille Helkowski Palmisano 
Josephine Ploetz

The Conlon Family 
William M. Lawler

Tom Connelly (Papa) 
Maureen Connelly Boyle

Virginia L. Connolly and Ruth B. 
Vosicky 
Joseph F. Vosicky, Jr.

Amity Currie 
Stephen Currie

Kathleen Burke Curry 
John J. Curry

Jim Dalton 
Jane Baker 
Audrey Beasley 
Jim Buckelew 
Anne and John Peter Campbell 
Rev. Thomas Cima 
Natalie Conrardy 
James and Mary Lou Cull 
Lora Drozd 
Brian and Beth Farmer 
Thomas Gillespie 
Matt Greenberg 
Phyllis Grenier 
Sandra Hansen 
David and Paula Steiner 
Hellman 
Kathleen Higgins 
Mary Huntley 
Suzanne Littell 
Carl Marinacci and Barbara 
Phelan 
Charlotte McTigue 
Debbie and Ed Mellinger 
Joan Morris 
Frank and Mary Nahser 
Megan O’Brien 
Ed and Jean Ozog 
Alan Peres 
Jean Ptacek 
Robin Reid 
Dick and Karen Riley 
Alfred and Claire Sanchez 
Mary Schneider 
Fred and Maribeth Smart 
Maria Lefkow Sorensen and Erik 
Sorensen 
Laura Spizzirri 
Maria Suarez 



Dr. Lauren Smith, Chair 
Associate Chief Medical Officer, Patient 
Logistics, Dir. of ED Operations at UI Health

Ms. Mary Claire Belton  
Belton Catering, LLC

Ms. Tracy Brooker  
Professional Volunteer 
Past Board Chair, Fenwick High School

Ms. Catherine Cassidy  
Senior Commercial Account Executive, 
ServiceNow

Mr. Jerrod Castleberry (CJA ‘09) 
Commercial Banking Portfolio Manager, 
Wheaton Bank & Trust

Mr. Daniel Connolly  
Managing Director & Partner, Co-Head of 
Global Mergers & Acquisitions, William Blair 
& Company

Mr. Tom Doar III 
Retired Teacher/Head of School

Ms. Beth Gies  
President, The Gies Foundation

Mr. Brian Greviskes  
Senior Director, Automation Development 
Engineering, Tesla

Mr. Bob Huffman  
CEO, Relative Value Partners

Dr. Muriel Jean-Jacques  
Assistant Professor, Northwestern 
University Feinberg School of Medicine

Mr. Phil Kenny  
Kenny International

Mr. Matthew Lynch  
President, Chicago Jesuit Academy

Mr. Bill McIntosh 

Rev. James Murphy S.J. 
Professor of Philosophy, Loyola University 
Chicago

Mr. Michael Nelson  
Partner, Pritzker Private Capital

Mr. Dorian Orr  
General Manager, Microsoft User 
Experience and Mixed Reality 
Studios

Mr. Antonio Ortiz  
President, Cristo Rey Jesuit High School

Fr. Charles Rodriques S.J. 
Provincial Assistant for Formation 
USA Midwest Province of the Society of 
Jesus

Ms. Robret Simpson  
Deputy Director, Franciscan Outreach 
Parent of a CJA Alumnus

Board of 
DirectorsMarie Zajac

Patricia “Pat” Ann Dempsey 
Michelle Thoma-Culver

James & Virginia Fitzgerald 
John Fitzgerald

Sally & James Flannery 
Nancy Flannery

Henry A. Geisler 
Ronald Peter Geisler

Bettina Gembala 
Calvin Bower and Pamela Piane

Eileen Moore Golan 
Katie Baber 
Stephanie Braming 
Vikki Creeden 
Matt and Trish Froeschle 
Mary Jo McCabe 
Jeff and JoAnn Scott 
William Blair

Ed Grant 
Julie McMahon

Sandra H. Groark 
Timothy J. Groark

Kyle Johnson 
Romano Family

Kyle Johnson and James Rau 
Lorraine D. Carr

Mary Ann Johnson 
Lorraine D. Carr

Mary Krull 
Lorraine D. Carr

Amy Lynch 
Christina and Lannie Bogue 
A Children’s Habitat Montessori 
School 
Joseph Collins 
The Costin Family 
Crossroads Community Church 
Steve and Ellen Culliton 
Karen and Brad Cumings 
Linda and John Donahue 
Karen Gilmore 
Philip Goff and Katherine 
McGinn 
Sandra Hinckley 
Liberty Fund, Inc. 
Michael Munger 
Bradley-Nixon Family 
Donna Noonan 
Joanne Noonan 
Louise Pauly 
Sandra Schaller

George P. Lynch, Amy C. Lynch 
Joan Lynch/Lori Lynch

Maredithe Katherine Meyer 
McDevitt 
Peter and Mary Denio

Thomas Anthony McHugh 
Ann Bourjaily

James Mirabile 
Corinne Mirabile

Michael Morrison 
Erwin K. and Nancy C. Aulis 
Jay and Teri LaJone 
Jon Najarian

Father John E. O’Brien 
William M. Lawler

Edward J. Parrott 
Dianne Parrott

Paulette Family 
Marlene Paulette DiBrito and 
Dean DiBrito

John Plecki 
Marian Stricker

Ann Polfus 
Ed and Julie Polfus

Michael K. Reilly 
Marianne and Don Doyle 
James and Mary Lyman 
Richard Lyman 
Renee Picot Paris 

Margaret Scimeca 
Margaret Lynch and Kathleen 
Short

Robert D. Schriver 
John and Dinny Dwyer 
John Benz 
Glenn Davis 
Allison Deneen 
Partners of Duane Morris LLP 
Rip and Murphy Fernholz 
Jim and Ann Fox 
John and Patricia Heller 
Laura Hunt & Jordan Innes & 
Family 
Lillian and Jimmy Lawrence 
Colleen Munakash 
Geoffrey and Karyn Murphy 
Nick Neubauer 
Bob and Kay Otter 
Bridget Pennise 
Robert & Joanne Rothermel 
Family Fund at The Chicago 
Community Foundation 
Lesley and Chad Shifrin 
Bobbie and Jeff Vender 
John Weiss

Walter Sowa 
Debra Bunnell 
IBM

David Subramaniam 
Reuben Subramaniam

Bernina Sykes 
George and Barbara Lynch

Maureen Theisen & Gerane 
Dougherty 
Grace Dougherty Wisdom

Jeff Villwock 
Daniel Fernandez

Maurice J. Walsh 
Janet Walsh

Marjorie Ward, Patrick “Lee” 
O’Donnell, Celeste Sammet 
Lorraine D. Carr

Gifts In-Kind
Anonymous (2)
Applegate & Thorne-Thomsen
Julie M. Baker
Vivien & John Barkidjija
Bears Care
Bernie’s Book Bank
Joe and Stacey Blasko
Thomas and Alissa Boleky
Sue and Tom Bragiel
Gabe and Amy Cahill
Catherine Cassidy
Mark Cavanaugh Memorial 

Scholarship Group
Chicago Blackhawks Foundation
Chicago Home Tutor
Christen Hsu Sipes, LLP
Dan and Maureen Connolly
Country Financial
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Crnkovich
Jeff and Jane Crouth
dbHMS
Steve Donisch
Russell and Leigh Dyer
Emergency Assistance to Non-

Public Schools (EANS)
Eyas Landing
Filtration Group
Sarah E. Finch

Steven J. and Julie S. Fischer
Frank and Jayme Free
Paula Fullman
Gabriel Environmental Services
Gary and Karen Gardner
Garfield Park Conservatory
Lucy and Richard Gaven
Tim and Meghan Halleron
Bruce and Denise Hartney
Holy Family Church Men’s SCC
Rychelle L. Hooper
Bob and Patty Huffman
Benjamin and Jesse Ilhardt
J.W. Donchin Co.
Jewel-Osco Foundation
Johnny’s Ice House
Ken Johnson and Amy Stearns
Jennifer Jones
Donald Kash and Carole  

Sowa Kash
Eileen and Robert Kash
Lorraine & Bernard Kash
Natalie Kash
Bob and Mary Ellen Kastenholz
Russell S. and Ann E. Kerstetter
Mike and Marian Kneafsey
Greg Koster
Andrea Lee
Charlotte Lewinski
Jill Lewis
Jackie and Casey Magner
Rebecca Malley
Heather Maranges
Stan and Lisa McCarthy
Midwest Fence Corporation
Justine Miele
Ana Misetic
Paul Mitchell and Sarah Wheaton
Mary and Kevin Mulhall
NSD
Jeffrey O’Koon
Bob and Kay Otter
Ed and Jean Ozog
George D. and Julianne M. Pease
PepsiCo
Mary and Jim Petit
Powering Chicago
Christopher and Michelle Prassas
Ryan Purdy
Dan and Susan Real
Kate and Tim Reuland
Jim and Kim Roach
Ardmore Roderick
Caroline Rooney
Sandra and Mike Ryan
Fernando Saldivar Jr., SJ
SB Friedmann Development 

Advisors
SCB
Jim and Ellen Schnur
Searcy Medical Solutions
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger
Site Design Group, Ltd.
Skype a Scientist

SM&W
Maurine Smith
Marcus Teague
Thomas J. and Sarah Teeling
Monica and Larry Thuet
Annie Unger
Lynn and Tom Vasiljevich
Dan and Patty Walsh
Carl and Susan Weber
Christy and Bennett Weiss
Dr. John and Mrs. Michele Wheeler
Young Black and Lit
Dave Zalesky and Esther Storrie

Volunteers
Jean Barbato
Vivien Barkidjija
Mary Claire Belton
Ashari Burton
Janet Cavanaugh
Dick Clark
Joseph Collins
Maureen Connolly
Shavoy Covington
Megan Curran
Gary Gardner
Lucy Gaven
Beth Gies
Christian Gillis
Taliyah Grider
Mary Ellen Gruszka
Meghan Halleron
Bruce Hartney
Nancy Hines
Mary Hogan
Colleen Huffman
Harley Hutchins
Mary Ellen Kastenholz
Michael Kneafsey
Julie Krieger
Jackie Magner
Rebecca Malley
Brendan McCormick
Marianne Moore
Jean Ozog
Tanajhia Paige
Michelle Prassas
Jean Ptacek
Susan Rooney
Steve Saunders
Greg Schuler
Amy Stearns
Rosalinda Velazquez
Dylan Volanth
Alisha Walker
Carl Weber
Michele Wheeler
Kealani Williams



Maryela Amaro, Instructional Assistant  
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School

Joanna Balla-Elliott, Faculty Member 
Boston University M.Ed., Middlebury College B.A.

Thomas Beckley, Principal 
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., Columbia University B.A.

Andrea Bonaccorsi, Faculty Member 
University of Chicago M.A., Marquette University B.S.

Thelma Breckenridge, College & Career Persistence Counselor 
Chicago State University M.S., B.A.

Donna Bronner, Speech & Language Pathologist 
Governors State University M.H.S., Elmhurst University B.S.

Keith Brooks, Specials Faculty Member 
DePaul University M.Jazz, Elmhurst College B.Mus.

Marques Carroll, Specials Faculty Member 
DePaul University M.Mus., B.A.

Darryl Clayton, Social Worker 
University of Chicago M.S.W., Columbia College B.A.

Michelle Concepcion, High School Bridge Counselor 
University of Wisconsin B.A.

Charlotte Curtis, Director of Parent Partnership 
Western Illinois University M.A., B.A.

Elizabeth  Del Toro, High School Bridge Counselor 
ITESO Jesuit University of Guadalajara, B.A.

Ravae Duhaney, Director of Talent 
Dominican University M.Ed.,  
University of Maryland Baltimore County B.A.

•Anne Durkin, Learning Resource Center Faculty  
Boston College B.A.

Maria Eidietis, Faculty Member 
University of Chicago M.A., University of Notre Dame B.A.

Anne Elsener, Director of Curriculum & Instruction 
Indiana University Ph.D., University of Notre Dame M.Ed.,  
Marian University B.A.

Lauren Fessler, Director of High School Bridge  
University of Notre Dame B.A.

Haley  Fischer, Development Officer 
Loyola University Chicago M.S.W., St. Joseph’s University B.A.

Roger Garvert, Development Officer 
University of Colorado Denver M.B.A., University of Michigan M.S., 
University of Kansas B.S.

•Gretchen Geerts-Melaniphy, Learning Resource Center 
Faculty  
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., Marquette University B.A.

Gerard Geyer, Director of Facilities 
Gordon Technical College Prep

Peter Gosselar, Chief Information Officer 
University of Chicago M.A., Kenyon College B.A.

Mary Grawe, Vice President of Development 
University of Dayton B.A.

Jessica  Green Clement, Senior Development Officer 
DePaul University B.A.

ªJaquan Grier, High School Bridge Counselor 
University of Illinois Chicago (M.S.W. Candidate),  
St. Norbert College B.A.

•Terese Hagerty, Dean of Programs & Faculty Member 
University of Notre Dame M.Ed., Marquette University B.S.

Alex Hess, High School Bridge Counselor 
Loyola University B.A.

Armario Hill, Sr., Instructional Assistant  
Prosser Vocational High School

•Matthew Houlihan, Faculty Member 
University of Notre Dame M.Ed., B.A.

Dana Jenkins, College & Career Persistence and Clinical 
Counselor 
George Washington University M.A., Knox College B.A.

ˇCarole  Kash, Librarian 
Chicago Kent School of Law J.D.,  
Loyola University Chicago M.B.A., B.S.

Jay Kemper, Director of College & Career Persistence 
University of Dayton B.A.

Pamela Kiefer, School Nurse 
Loyola University Chicago B.S.N., Miami University B.S.

•Katie Kuhns, Faculty Member 
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., Creighton University B.A.

Olivia LaPointe, Social Worker 
Loyola University Chicago M.S.W., B.S.W.

Dwight Lucas, College & Career Persistence Counselor 
Faulkner University Ph.D., Tiffin University M.A.,  
Illinois State University B.A.

Matthew Lynch, President 
Washington University M.B.A., Georgetown University B.A.

Faculty & 
Staff •Michael Mason, Dean of Seventh Grade & Faculty Member 

Northwestern University M.B.A., Boston College B.A.

ˇAnne Metzger, Benefits Manager 
DePaul University M.B.A., University of Illinois B.S.

Mary Mohanon, Instructional Assistant  
Austin High School

Meg Mortensen, Vice President of College & Career 
Persistence 
Brooklyn College M.Ed., Villanova University B.A.

Meredith Mosbacher, Director of Communications & 
Benefactor Engagement 
London School of Economics M.Sc., Brown University B.A.

Anthony Munzing, Faculty Member 
University of Notre Dame M.A., Merrimack College B.A.

Quincy Murry, IT Manager 
Percy L. Julian High School

Terra Nelson, Faculty Member 
University of Notre Dame M.Ed., Saint Mary’s College B.A.

Megan O’Brien, Director of Business Operations 
Indiana University B.S.

Miranda Olander, College & Career Persistence Counselor 
Monmouth College B.A.

Candace Ousley, College & Career Persistence Counselor 
Concordia University M.A., Bradley University B.S.

Alzario Palmer, Instructional Aide 
Arrupe College (A.A. Candidate)

William Pannapacker, Development Officer 
Harvard University Ph.D., Harvard University A.M.,  
University of Miami M.A., Saint Joseph’s University B.A.

Danielle Pernini, Director of Development Operations 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign B.A.

•Sara Powers, Learning Resource Center Faculty 
Loyola University Chicago M.Ed., University of Dayton B.A.

David Pratt, Faculty Member 
The College of William & Mary Ph.D.,  
Bowling Green State University M.A., Wittenberg University B.A.

Elena Ramon, Faculty Member 
National Louis University M.A., Lake Forest College B.A.

Caroline Rooney, Faculty Member 
University of Notre Dame M.A., B.A.

ªJamarrio  Rule, Development Officer 
Central Michigan University B.S.

Billy Schauer, Faculty Member 
Loyola University M.Ed., Boston College B.A.

Susan Schaefer, Faculty Member 
Dominican University (M.Ed. Candidate), University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign J.D., Grinnell College B.A.

•Meredith Schmitt, Faculty Member 
Miami University B.A.

ˇBill Schramm, Chief Financial Officer 
University of Notre Dame B.B.A.

Amber Smith, Social Worker 
Dominican University M.S.W., Concordia University B.A.

Braxton  Tucker, Specials Faculty Member 
Relay Graduate School of Education M.A.,  
Colorado Christian University M.A., Portland State University B.S.

Kelly Tyson, Head of School 
University of Iowa M.A., Fontbonne University B.S.

ˇJanet Underwood, Academic Consultant 
Catholic University of America M.Th.,  
University of Notre Dame M.S.A.,  
Barat College of the Sacred Heart B.A.

Byron  Vaca, Facilities Manager 

Tom Van Grinsven, Vice President of Operations 
Northwestern University M.B.A., College of the Holy Cross B.A.

Holly Wallace, Assistant Director of High School Bridge  
Columbia University M.B.A., University of Virginia B.A.

Susan Weber, Development Assistant 
Pennsylvania State University B.S.

ªJulian Wicks, Faculty Member 
Knox College B.A.

ªJason Williams, Instructional Assistant  
Wells Community High School

•Elizabeth Wilson, Director of Learning Support 
Benedictine University M.A., Illinois State University B.A.

David Zalesky, Director of Admissions & Compliance 
Northwestern University M.Ed., Duke University B.A.

•Denotes faculty members at Chicago Jesuit Academy who have earned Excellent Ignatian Educator (EIE) status through outstanding 
performance in all duties and functions following the successful submission of an extensive portfolio. EIE is not the equivalent to tenure 
nor does it confer any permanent status upon any faculty member at CJA.

ªDenotes faculty or staff members who are alumni of Chicago Jesuit Academy.

ˇDenotes faculty or staff members who are unpaid volunteers serving in mission-critical roles at CJA.



Mission

Chicago Jesuit Academy is a loving and 
academically rigorous tuition-free Catholic 
elementary school for students and families from 
resilient communities impacted by historical 
disinvestment. We accompany our students and 
alumni from enrollment through the start of their 
careers as they develop their gifts and grow as men 
and women for others.

Means

Located in Austin on Chicago’s West Side, CJA 
admits students to all grades in our lower and 
middle school without regard for their race, 
ethnicity or religion, and CJA enrolls 3rd-, 4th- and 
5th-grade students without regard for their past 
levels of academic achievement.

We use small class sizes, extended school days and 
an 11-month school year to give personal care to our 

students and help them develop as whole persons.

We accompany our alumni on their unique paths 
to meaningful employment and support them 
throughout high school, their post-secondary 
education and the start of their careers, always 
welcoming them back as leaders at CJA and in the 
broader community.

CJA students, alumni, parents, faculty, staff, 
volunteers and benefactors listen to and learn from 
one another and make disciplined sacrifices to 

accomplish our shared mission.

We partner with other schools and the broader 
community to create access to better educational 
resources, confront systemic racism and remove 
obstacles to educational equity.

We call one another to find God in all things and be 
men and women for others who seek intellectual 
excellence and are open to growth, loving, religious, 
and committed to doing justice.
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